RALPH    RASHLEIGH
McClashln died before dawn.
Rashleigh and Roberts remained unmolested in their
retreat for several days, until the leader of the diminished
gang had sufficiently recovered his strength to be able to
walk. Although still very weak he yielded to Rashleigh's
entreaties to leave the place, the very air of "which seemed to
him to be polluted with the poison of sudden slaughter
and murderous violence.
Burying most of the tools, arms and other stores in the
sand, they set out again upon their toilsome and dangerous
march, taking with them two muskets, ammunition, an axe,
a cross-cut saw, and a small supply of provisions. Their
Intention still was to reach the distant cedars and try to con-
struct a canoe, but Roberts being so feeble, It was three days
before they had covered the twenty miles which brought
them near the trees.
They found that the cedars were growing upon an Island
in a narrow bay which formed the estuary of a very rapid
river, and they were considerably exercised in mind as to how
they were to negotiate the crossing of the stream. Rashleigh
at length recalled Foxley's device for crossing the Nepean
River. They therefore went for some distance upstream
above the island and constructed a rough catamaran near a
bend in the river. It was made of logs lashed together with
wild vines, and, after testing its strength, the two men
dragged it to the water and boarded it, Rashleigh arming
himself with a guide pole. Fortunately for them the stream
was shallow as well as swift, and Rashleigh was able to head
the crude craft in the right direction by using his pole as
on a punt, and in a few minutes they had landed safely on the
island.
Dense brushwood grew right down to the water's edge5
and the cedars grew on the hilly centre of the small island*
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